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What is LEADER? Leadership, Entrepreneurship, Ambition, Determination, 
Efficiency, Results .

The`30 years LEADER' seminars are over and after listening to and combining 
the wishes of our local action groups and displaying proactive capability, we 
require:

LEADER: PROPOSALS
1.Public policies. We call for recognition of the LAGs as a management tool beyond EAFRD-CAP;
after 30 years, we want to put on record that we are working towards a TERRITORIAL and non- sectoral
policy.

2. Long-term vision. This is a fact as well as a requirement; it is necessary to devise strategic and
structured responses for a rural environment with a more long-term vision.

3.Public-private Partnership.  The LAGs are  the only  proven relevant  and effective public-
private territorial harmonisation tool. We are undoubtedly an important, active and influential part of the
toolbox for achieving integral and territorial development and social cohesion  in rural areas. We have
been pioneering in highlighting the assets of the rural environment, which has helped and continues to
help to give a solid foundation to territorial policies.

4.Bureaucracy.  We  asked  the  authorities  to  co-ordinate  our  efforts  and  resources  to  avoid
generating bureaucratic duplication. We also requested not to undergo any more distortions and delays
due to administrative barriers.

5.Challenges and opportunities. We are applying a proactive and constructive vision as an
essential part of our methodology in the interest of elaborating more local development strategies in the
future.

6.LEADER-LAG.  With regard  to  LEADER 2023-2027,  we are  calling  for  full  operability  of  the
LEADER method for the 1st of January of 2023 from the authorities; the LDS being approved and the
corresponding Agreements with the LAGs throughout Spain signed, to adapt us to the European calendar
and thus harmonise procedures.

7.Young people. We are making room for new generations to play an active part in the decision-
making process, as well as supporting and encouraging them on the path to entrepreneurship.

8.Tourism.  We want to take advantage of the opportunity to change the tourism paradigm and to
improve our rural destinies as levers of change in our country's tourist sector.

9.Cooperation.  Cooperation is an intrinsic part of our methodology; who better than the LAG  to
identify and decide on its actions as regards cooperation. We are making the EU premise ours - “What is
not prohibited, is allowed”.

10. SDG and Agenda 2030. Without the rural environment the SDG and Agenda 2030 cannot
be achieved. LEADER has made progress in achieving and implementing the SDG since its creation in
1991 and even today, we will continue working towards its accomplishment.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT POLICIES: 
PROPOSALS
1.Change the story. It is important that the story of the measures implemented is told in a positive
way.  The narrative renews social  life  and is  intrinsically  assimilated in our thoughts.  Now it  is  more
necessary than ever to change the narrative and to begin promoting towns as places of opportunities in the
face of urban over-exploitation and pollution.

2. Economic profitability.  Separate the provision of services to the people from economic
profitability. Until the criterion for the provision of a service stops being the number of inhabitants, the
rural environment will never surpass the current services gap.

3. Social welfare. To ensure social welfare, beyond geographic or demographic criteria.

4. Decentralise services and guarantee the decentralisation of Public Authorities to rural
areas, ensuring  that  all  Independent  Communities  are  represented  in  their  territories.  Ensure  the
decentralisation of the offices and personnel of companies whose raw materials originate mostly from the
rural environment. Agro-food, energy, construction or textile companies, among others, must commit to
decentralising a minimum of their human resources to those areas where they obtain their product.

5. Promote  one  polycentric  governance  with  the  purpose  of  optimising  resources.
Promoting the convergence and optimisation of funds between public organisations, that ensures the fight
against depopulation and the revitalisation of the rural environment is a cross-cutting strategic priority in
national strategies. For this, it will be essential to guarantee a permanent dialogue between the Ministries,
regional authorities and among others, the Local Action Groups, on account of their power to take action
on the territory.

6.Rural Proofing.  The proposal  made in 2017 by the REDR is  materialising  via some concrete
examples and is moving up from national to territorial level. We will continue to commit to its integration
throughout the national territory and its cross-cutting in all public policies.

7.Foster fairer urban-rural linkages, optimising the origin of resources and their intended
use (without a rural environment there is no urban environment).

8.Education  based  on  opportunities.  Increase  professional  training  options  in  rural
surroundings aimed at the potentialities and opportunities that the territory offers.

9.Culture is a tool of change and, as such, it has to be planned and integrated as an important
solution for the rural environment, highlighting the immense cultural, natural and social patrimony of our
territories; there is also a need to transfer the immense cultural offering from the big cities to the rural
environment.

10. Strengthen the role of  Local  Action Groups  as  elements  and  instruments  of
cohesion, collaboration and implementation of all the political categories in favour of a sustainable and
flourishing rural environment.

! Considering that territorial inequality and depopulation have been problems for rural society for decades,they have
been on the public agenda for only a few years.  As an integral part of the political strategy defined in the Overton
window,  the  rural  environment  went  from  being  a  matter  of  no  importance  to  being  politically  and  publicly
unimaginable. The rural environment came into society's view. Nevertheless, we still continue to hope for results and
REAFFIRM that the rural environment does not have time for interim solutions.
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